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Dr Soumya Swaminathan is an eminent clinician scientist, well known for her research contributions 

in the area of infectious diseases such as tuberculosis and HIV. She has worked throughout her career to 

translate research into impactful programs. She was Secretary to the Government of India for Health 

Research and Director General of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). As DG, ICMR, she 

focused on bringing science and evidence into health policy making, building research capacity in Indian 

medical schools and forging south-south partnerships in health sciences. Subsequently, she was appointed 

as the Deputy Director-General for Programs, at the World Health Organization (WHO), She has also 

served as the Chief Scientist at WHO.

Dr. Swaminathan is an elected Fellow of India's three premier science academies: the National Academy of 

Sciences (India), Indian National Science Academy, and Indian Academy of Sciences. She also holds 

Foreign Fellowship in the US National Academy of Medicine and The Academy of Medical Sciences (UK).

Currently, Dr. Soumya Swaminathan chairs the “M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation”. She also co-

chairs the global commission "Our Common Air," and serves on the Kofi Annan Commission on Food 

Security, Chairs the Scientific Advisory Board of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) among 

other roles. She holds adjunct professorships at Karolinska Institute (Sweden) and Tufts University (USA). 
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